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ON THE USE OF OONIUM FOR THE PALLIATION OF CANCER. da, 
FROM SIGMOND'S LECTURES ON THE MATERIA MEDICA. 


Tue power of conium, as a narcotic and sedative, approaches much _— 
nearer to opium than do the other medicines of the class which bes - 
been the subject of my lectures, and it is upon the nervous.systemthat = 
its agency is more particularly to be observed. Itdulls pain with con, 
siderable rapidity, when occurring in some of the most sensitive parts; 
does not so completely induce. sopor as does the juice of the poppy. 
The state in @hich an individual under its influence appears, approxi-, 
mates more nearly to stupefaction, from which there is some difficulty of —, — 
completely arousing him, and this is occasionally attended by tremors. .. — 
In very many cases of acute suffering it has been found to enjoy tha - 
_ power of palliating and of essentially relieving, and it can be given with: , 
at safety in many of those diseases in which opium, belladonna, and 
yoscyamus are acknowledged to be useful.. It may be used in combi-. 
nation with them, or it may be substituted for them, when they have 10m’ 
their influence. As a specific in any one complaint, 1 do not beliéve — 
that it is to be trusted. 
_. Although the great encomiums which it has received in cancer.are aot 
altogether undeserved, it by no means has fulfilled the high expectations __ 
which the recommendations of Baron Stoerck had excited. It certainly — 
is true, that in many of those painful sores which have been called mar 
herent and which approximate to cancerous ulceration, soon after: its’. 
iaistration the acute agony is very much mitigated, that the die - 
charge assumes a less virulent appearance, and ibat even the ext : 
character of the ulcer wears a somewhat different aspect, and that ites 
even possible to maintain, “ with other appliances to boot,” thisamend, 
ment for some short space of time; even delusive hopes of ultimate |. ‘ 
recovery have been inspired. The fallacy, however, of sanguine views at 
last becomes exhibited, for, afier this. suspense of action, the disease 
again advances, and, though its rapid strides may be prevented, it ultis 
mately proves the inefficacy of hemlock as. a decided. curative agent, 
though it may be acknowledged to be a palliative. Most of the sur 
_$e00s who have adomed the science of this country, have devoted:con. 
~ attention to carcinoma, and all how many points. 


-« 9 + of dificult explanation invest the subject; it is a source of the, most 

‘Mxious investigation, for not only must diseases be accurately distin 

7 ®uished one from the other, but there must be a conscientious feeling of 
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the necessity of judging when the knife is to be employed, and when 
the fearful and painful operation is to be avoided. The physician who 
knows the truth of Hunter’s observation, that “ the necessity for opera- 
tion is, in truth, the defect of surgery,” is called upon to discover what 
are the means by wliich excision may be rendered unnecessary, pain’ 
alleviated, life rendered less burthensome, and its days protracted to the 
utmost span. 

In the earlier stages of cancer, in that state in which scirrhus only 


exists, the pain is alleviated by hemlock ; it is at first, however, so tran- 
" sient, as scarcely to require any anodyne, but at that stage in which a 


change is about to occur, which is denoted by the skin wearing a dusky 


~ or livid red, with an appearance of a shining tension, the suffering be- 


comes more decided ; instead of a shooting pain, occasionally felt, it be- 
comes distinct and frequent, like the darting of a sharp instrument, or, 
as it has been termed, lancinating, and there is a sense of heat or of 
burning. In this state great relief is afforded by narcotics generally, and 
particularly by hemlock, which appears to reduce, in a singular manner, 
the acute sensibility of the system; it likewise seems to retard the mo- 
ment when the tissues become infiltrated with serous, gelaginous, bloody, 
or purulent fluids. 
In the various indurations of the mammary glands which excite sus- 
icion as to their ultimate tendency, from their occurrence at a particu- 
ar period of life, it is in your power, by cautious watchfulness, by en- 
forcing the strictest regularity of diet, and by the exhibition of appro- 
priate remedies, to ward off, for a great number of years, and, indeed, 
sometimes to suspend, during life, any further development of diseased 
action ; and although you cannot expect in every instance to be enabled 
to carry into effect this most desirable object, you will, in a great number 
of cases, succeed in checking the advance of the malady, in mitigating 
the severity of the pain, and in palliating the worst features that present. 
themselves to you. Age has, it must be remembered, a very considera- 
ble influence upon the development of carcinomatous tumors, and they 
will run with much greater quickness through their sad career, in a fe- 
male at the age of forty-five, than they will when they attack a woman 
who is sixty years of age; they will at that, or at a later period-of life, 


_Temain for years without any advance, continuing perfectly stationary to 


the last hour. In such cases exposure of the part to atmospheric influ- 
ence must be prevented by the application of belladonna plaster, or of 
hemlock, and these, alternated, sometimes are more influential than 


. when kept constantly employed, or, at any rate, the patient believes so. 


In that carcinoma which, in the female breast, begins from a very 
small spot, and radiates from thence as from a central point, in different 
directions, and which, as the progress of the disease advances, exhibits 
itself in firm white bands, like thickened and compact cellular substance, 
which may be easily traced through the fat, you may, for a very consid- 
erable length of time, keep the disease in abeyance, and allay the gen- 
eral constitutional irritation, by the. application, externally, of conium, 
and also by its occasional internal administration ; and to this has been 


| 


‘may last a longer time.” 


-. quoted in confirmation of ancient authority ; he says that of nearly sixty 


_ patients remained free from the disease for two years. He doubts the 
_ propriety of any excision, remarking that upon a relapse, the disease in 
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added the watery diet, as a further prophylactic means, advised by M. 
Pouteau, and carried into effect by John Pearson. — eae 

Although there may be some opinions to the contrary, and though 
these opinions have been asserted by some distinguished physicians and 
surgeons, I think you will find that the general impression is, that cancer 
of the inamma is not to be considered as a local alteration of structure, 
but as a proof of a general diathesis, and that by the removal of the 
local lesion, we not only do nothing but remove merely the symptom of 
the general disorder, but frequently cause greater danger, and sometimes 
accelerate a fatal termination ; even those who believe that scirrhus is a 
local disease, acknowledge that there is a point at which it contaminates 
the system. Thus, Sir Everard Home thinks that no cancerous disease 
was ever So in its origin, but that when parts have been long in a diseased 
state, there is no security against their not ultimately taking on a can- 
cerous action. Mr. Travers believes that the system is not contaminated 
till the scirrhous tumor begins to ulcerate in its centre, and that the mat- 
ter of the poison is generated, not by the action which forms the tuber- 
cle, but by the series of actions instituted to destroy and remove it. 
The object which I have to impress upon your mind is the duty of 
examining the therapeutic agents which we possess, which may prevent 
the necessity of the performance of an operation which, from the earliest 
annals of our art to the present moment, has been pronounced not only 
to be dangerous, but to hasten the termination of human life. The lan- 
guage of Hippocrates on this subject is very striking, and I will show 
you that after a lapse of two thousand years, his descendants come near- 
ly to the same conclusion as he had formed, and had expressed to his 
contemporaries. He says, “It is better not to cure all latent cancers, 
for those who have been cured die quickly ; those who are not cured 


But the chief of surgeons, the experienced Celsus, speaks still more 
explicitly, when he tells us that “some employ escharotics, some the 
actual cautery ; others remove it by the knife; but no medicine has 
proved of service to any. When cauterized, the cancerous parts are 
quickly irritated, and increase till death takes place ; if extirpated, even 
alter the wound has cicatrized the disease returns.” Paul, of Avgina, 
maintains nearly the same opinion; the remedies that he proposes are 
the narcotics, more particularly the solanum nigrum, externally applied, 
in the juice of which he recommends folded linen to be immersed, and 
then spread on the diseased parts. He it is who gives us the deriva- 
tion of the word cancer, which was employed, he says, in consequence 
of the veins swelling, and extending like the claws of the crab, whilst 
others derive it from the outstretched claws with which the crab seizes 
any aquatic animal. : | 

. In later days the judgment of such a man as Dr. Monro may be 


cases at which he had been present during their extirpation, only four 
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those he saw was more violent, and made a much quicker progress than 
it did in others on whom no operation had been performed. 

In a number of “ Rust’s Magazine,” is a very important review of 
the surgical clinique at the University of Breslau, which contains some 
observations from the note-book of Professor Benedict, who tells us that 
he had performed ninety-eight amputations of the breast; two ended 
fatally, from exhaustion, during healing of the wound, and in all the rest, 
with the exception of thirteen, the disease returned after the wound was 
healed, and terminated in death. With regard to the remaining thirteen, 
the author is morally convinced that in several cases an error of diagno- 
sis was committed, and breasts were removed that were merely affected 
with scrofulous tumors, sarcoma, or some other innocent change of struc- 
ture, If all medical men had the honesty and candor to proclaim their 
want of success, and the truths that have burst in upon them after long 
experience, what inestimable advantage to the suffering sick would be 
the result! What a treasure to the medical man to guide him on his 
- onward path ! 

I hope I do not take too much upon myself when I say, that the 
greater the experience the surgeon has acquired, the more firmly is he 
rooted in the opinion that the operation is very seldom to be performed ; 
and though such an authority as Scarpa may be quoted against my as- 
sertion, that even in the earlier stages, before the enlargement of the 
absorbent glands, leading from the original seat of the malady, and al- 
though Mr. Nooth may have believed that there are indications in the 
state of the glands which can guide the surgeon, still, only the mildest 
and gentlest treatment is to be adopted. 1 will here quote the language 
of one who, for fifty-seven years, had opportunities of which he fully 
availed himself to obtain the most valuable practical knowledge ; J mean 
Sir Everard Home, who, in 1830, took leave of the profession in a man- 
ner which was honorable to himself and useful to the community, by 
the publication of a short tract on the formation of tumors, and the 
peculiarities that are met with in the structure of those that have become 
cancerous, with their mode of treatment. Having in this invaluable 
legacy stated the principal causes of this disease that came under his 
notice, so as to explain its nature and symptoms, and their progress in 
peculiar instances, he is sorry to add that very little progress has been — 
made either towards a cure or prevention. Many tumors, he observes, 
that were formerly, by violent applications, rendered true cancers, now 
never take on the disease ; he then states, that mild means have been 
with great advantage, and adds:— 

_ © The treatment in my own practice that calls forth this commenda- 
tion, Is the internal and external use of hemlock, and in proof of its effi- 
cacy, in some cases where the medicine was left off, the symptoms be- 
came more violent, and, when resumed, abated. Also, when the pow- 
der of the leaves was prepared, at the proper season, and the light en- 
tirely excluded while the drying of it was carried on, even in confirmed 
cancerous ulcers, benefit was derived in so great a degree, that the pa- 
tient could ascertain, from increase of pain, some change had taken 
place in the application, when powder less accurately prepared was used 
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as a substitute for the other. 1 have even prevented the operation when — 
the day was fixed, and the patient lived for months under this palliative 
mode of treatinent, without any progress of the tumor, and was carried 
off by epileptic fits. In many cases the swelling diminished, and in 
others remained stationary for years, and never afterwards made an 
advance, so that I am. convinced that | had been before too m 
alarmed, and frequently came to an operation before it was required.” 

Such testimony I cannot but impress upon your minds, as the most 
invaluable admonition from a surgeon of great experience, of first rate 
anatomical knowledge, and from one who had studied under him who is 
recognized as the founder of a school, Jolin Hunter. 

In combination with iron, hemlock has been found very serviceable. 
It was first suggested by Justamond, and Mr. Carmichael of Dublin, 
whose essay on the effects of carbonate and other preparations of iron 
upon cancer, contains some very valuable knowledge ; he tried it, and, 
in some cases, the union was attended with evident benefit. In one 
case the iron produced no amendment until it was united with the ex- 
tract, and then the relief was immediate and permanent. 

When the skin covering the immediate scirrhus is no longer move- 
able, in consequence of the adhesions that have been contracted—when 
it becomes altered in its color, is reddish, or has a darkened hue, is in 
an irritable state, softens, and ulcerates in one or more points which, at 
a subsequent period, unite in one ulcer—when the mass beneath under- 
goes a very remarkable change, is traversed by numerous bloodvessels, 
loses its former hardness, becomes infiltrated with secretions, the result 
of morbid action, and the general appearance indicates that the struc- 
ture of the parts has undergone a considerable change—it is right, at this 
stage of the disease, at first, to suspend, for a time, the administration of 
hemlock, and to have recourse to those means which give strength to 
the general frame, and to, soothe and tranquillize the nervous system, 
without, if possible, the use of narcotics, for the constitution is other- 
wise so habituated to them, that, in the last stage, in which they ought 
to prove of essential value, they are too often inert, and fail to give that 
alleviation of pain, without which the last hours of the unfortunate pa- 
tient are rendered most miserable. 

At this particular period of the progress of the disease, it is, that the 
preparations of iron afford so mach aid, and, whilst they strengthen the 
health, appear to possess some power over the incipient ulceration, giving 
it a more healthy aspect, checking its progress, and even, it has been 
asserted, curing the disease. | 

The sole benefit which could be derived from the hemlock is from 
its allaying pain, and rendering the nervous system obtuse, and patients 
have been kept almost in a state of stupefaction, which at last has ended 
in the loss of reason, or of memory. The great art, at this stage of the 
— complaint, is to palliate by all the soothing applications, and by avoiding 
every injudicious stimulus, remembering the golden maxim, that when 

ou can do no good you must do no harm. It is true that what were 
rineety called simples, and from which much utility was derived, from 
the mildness of their operations, such as the juices and barks of our in- 
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digenous plants, have been long since banished from the Pharmacopeia, 
and it now exhibits only a formidable array of poisons. All that inge- 
nuity and art could devise to extract from every substance its concen- 
trated virulence, has been collected together for the purpose of curing 
diseases, and the most energetic and destructive drugs are allowed to be 
used by the youngest members of our profession in cases where the 
greatest nicety and most discriminating judgment are to be exercised ; 
the art of palliation is too often abandoned for an anxious, and for that 
which might be, under proper regulations, a praiseworthy desire to try 
new remedies; the stages in which various medicines are useful are 
neglected ; hence our science loses its character ; hence the opponents 
of the most regular and systematic practice of physic, that has gained 
honor and esteem wherever it is known, are enabled to brand it, as the 
Homeeopathists have done, as conjectural and uncertain. 

In the last sad stage of cancer, hemlock, if it has not been so injudi- 
ciously employed as to have no longer any efficacy, becomes the chief 
support and the best friend of the sufferer; it is preferable to opium: it 
is true it does not produce any of the agreeable influence of the latter 
drug, but it is fully as quick, and much more permanent, in its sedative 
and anodyne virtue, and it does not require to be so frequently had 
recourse to. Heberden first told us, in the last stage, besides the usual 
distress of fever, the hectic patient is often harassed with pains like those 
of the rheumatism, which wander throughout the whole body, or remain 
constant and fixed in one part, and, what is rather strange, often at a 
great distance from the primary malady, and, in appearance, unconnected 
with it; he observes, that these pains have been so great as to make no 
small part of the patient’s sufferings, and not to be tolerable without the 
assistance of opium. These pains, at a very distant part of the body 
from the seat of cancer, are found principally where the ulceration 
exists in parts that are exposed to the action of the air, and are fre- 
quently met with even where this disease is developed upon the lips, or 
upon the glans penis. Hemlock, in such states, is invaluable, and, in- 
deed, is the sheet-anchor of the medical man in the last moments. 

Amongst those distinguished men of the present day who have writ- 
ten on the varieties of diseases which are comprehended under the 
name of ‘“ Carcinoma Mamme,” is Sir Charles Bell, who, as Surgeon 
to the “ Middlesex Hospital,” had such opportunities of studying the 
disease. He observes, “ that the patient, excessively attenuated, will at 
last sink from the continuance of a peculiar hectic, attended with pain 
in the lower part of the spine, hips, and shoulders ;”’ it is at this moment 
that hemlock gives relief, and that I should strenuously commend its 
use, and | now conclude this lecture with Sir Charles Bell’s remarks on 
the patient endurance of the female of this most melancholy disease : 
“though conscious that she is dying, suffering the most acute agony, 
she allows no expression of complaint, or of impatience, to escape her; 
but, on the contrary, calm and placid, giving an example of unostenta- 
tious resignation, and the blessed influence of religion, by witnessing 
which, the mind“naturally reverts to the boasted instances of philosophy 
in the other sex, which are as nothing in comparison.” 
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EXTRACTING SMOOTH BODIES FROM THE NOSE. 
(Communicated for the Boston Médical and Surgical Journal.) 


SEVERAL years ago I was requested to extract a tamarind stone from the 
nose of a girl aged five, which was far back and barely visible on exaimi- 
nation. On attempting to grasp it with various kinds of forceps, I en- 
tirely failed. I then curved the eye end of a large silver seton needle, 
passed it over the stone in the nose, and extracted it without difficulty. 
The following is a “ sketch of the instrument I would propose 
for the above purpose. [t may be made of a piece of wire (either sil- 
ver or iron) of the size of a crow quill, six inches long, one inch of one 
end flattened to three sixteenths of an inch in width. A slit one six- 
teenth of an inch in width, and one half inch in length, may be made in 
this, one eighth of an inch from the end. Atthe other end a handle may 
be attached to complete the instrument. ‘The flattened end is to receive 
the necessary curve. | 


Meriden, Ct. 


MESMERISM. 
- To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—There are two opposite extremes, to which mankind are exceed- 
ingly apt torun. In cases of mere whim and caprice, to say nothing of 
obvious absurdities, they blindly follow fashion, just as a flock of sheep 
do their bellwether, even when he leaps from a precipice or jumps into 
a well. But in most matters of high importance, they are led with the 
utmost difficulty. Every useful invention or discovery is generally op- 
posed, and has prejudices to overcome, in proportion to its importance ; 
and it is commonly long before it is carried into full operation. It required 
a hundred years for Sydenham’s cool regimen in the smallpox to become 
general. Harvey made no proselyte who was more than forty vears of 
age. Inoculation and vaccination met with powerful opposition. In- 
stances of the kind are innumerable. | 

It has been just the same with homceopathy, phrenology and animal 
magnetism. Dr. Grim, Dr. Vandercastle, Dr. Channel, and Dr. Gran, 
have as many unimpeached and unimpeachable witnesses in favor of 
the success of their infinitessimal practice, as any other physicians. in 
the commercial emporium ; and yet, as | understand, they do not have 
a very large proportion of the medical business. There is even an im- 
provement on homeopathy. We are told by the highest authority, that 
as many patients recover from typhus, when they take nothing but bread 
pills for medicine, as when they are treated in the usual manner; with 
this proviso, that the sick and their attendants are made to believe that 
an efficient course is followed. Hence it seems that medicine operates 
on the body only through the mind, and that the whole art of the suc- — 
cessful practitioner consists in his influence over the mind. This is 
exactly as it ought to be; the body should always be subject to the 
‘mind. Strange that men will suffer their stomachs to be drenched with 
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such quantities of nauseous drugs, when infinitessimal medicine, or even 
no medicine, does as well ! ss 

It is stranger still, that mankind should continue so stupid and care- 
less, as not to avail themselves of the benefits and blessings of phre- 
nology. It ought to be a part of the constitution, that no man should 
be allowed to be a candidate for any office, from the president of the 
U. S. to the constable of a town or the hayward of a district, until his 
head had been phrenologically examined, and it had been craniologically 
settled that he was qualified for the post. This would remove all occa- 
sion for grumbling against government, since it would be ascertained that 
every station was filled by the fittest man, and no change could be made 
for the better. Every candidate for marriage should have his or her 
head examined, as this would effectually prevent unhappy matches, and 
matrimonial disappointments. Every agent, clerk, journeyman, or ap- 
prentice, ought first to have his head scrutinized, so that his honest 
and capacity may be known by his employer at the beginning. This 
would have prevented all embezzlement of banks by cashiers and tellers ; 
and if the directors had undergone the same process, our monied insti- 
tutions could hardly have fallen into their present embarrassment. Did 
we not see the fact constantly before us, it would be incredible that man- 
kind should be so stupid as to despise this infallible means of obtaining 
all necessary knowledge of the human character. No court ought ever 
to pretend, in this state of the science, to convict a criminal, unless the 
phrenologist can discover, from his head, that he has imischievous pro- 
pensities. It could be nothing but the most inveterate prejudice that a 
few years since induced Searned judges to rule out the most satisfactory 
evidence of this kind. Most probably Oliver Watkins would neve 
have been hanged, if he had been allowed the testimony of phrenolo- 
gists. ‘They could not have confounded the protrusion of amativeness 
with that of destructiveness. | 

The utility of animal magnetism was obvious at an early date; at 
least, it was of solid benefit to its founder, who is said to have left Paris 
with five hundred thousand dollars in his pocket. Why has its utility, 
latterly, been less apparent? ‘The amputation of a woman’s breast 
without her suffering or consciousness while the operation was perform- 
ing, just as martyrs are said sometimes to feel no pain from fire, and a 
few other feats of the kind, are almost the only instances of practical 
utility which we have adduced. Even but few of these are so myste- 
fious—were we only so skeptical as to suspect a little delusion and col- 
lusion, which, however, I would not be thought to be so unphilosophical 
as to insinuate, in defiance of such overwhelming testimony—as many of 
the tricks of common itinerant jugglers ; and I must confess, that unfor- 
tunately, in many instances, they have too much of the same air and 
appearance. In this respect, both the magnetizers and their patients 
have been careless, and have suffered themselves to be employed in 
matters of curiosity and wonder, rather than of practical utility. In- 
stead of amusing people by describing streets, houses, and furniture of 
rooms in distant cities, very much after the manner in which the profes- 
sor of an occult art informs the applicant of the past events of his life, 
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why have they not more frequently turned their attention to objects of 
‘real interest and advantage? By the last intelligence, some of our 
dearest friends were sick of the yellow fever, at New Orleans. Do, for 
mercy’s sake, let us know whether they are dead or living. Why not, at 
once, furnish High Constable Hays with a magnetized girl from Provi- 
dence, that he may immediately detect every haunt of vice and crime, 
in the city of New York? One of our cities, of only twelve thousand 
inhabitants, has had about thirty fires, within a month past. Why have 
not the police had the assistance of animal magnetism, to detect the 
incendiaries ? 

A very important suit for malpractice, in an injury of the hip-joint, and 
the consequent variation of opinion and unpleasant controversy, between 
the two most eminent surgeons of New England, might have been de- 
cided in a moment by animal magnetisin. Could the late very respect- 
able Dr. ***** have had the assistance of this art, he would never have 
committed the mistake, or have been subject to the mortification, of tap- 
ping a girl for dropsy, when, as the event showed, the distention was 
caused by something more substantial than water. Happily, the case 
was not mortal, notwithstanding the magnitude of the disease, and the 
ludicrous blunder of the doctor. 

In further addition to my remarks in a late communication, I will only 
observe, that philosophy ought never to be trifled with, or to be allowed 
to assume the slightest appearance of jugylery, or to be principally em- 
ployed for exciting wonder, or gratifying an inquisitive curiosity, when it 
is capable of being converted to such extensive utility, as is the case in 
homeopathy, phrenology, and animal magnetism, where, if we can place 
any reliance upon the most respectable human testimony, it only need 
be applied to alinost every event of life, to produce the most important 
advantages to mankind. ‘These discoveries and improvements, when 
put into a proper train, cannot fail of effecting an entire revolution in 
the civilized world. Mesmer. 

Oct. 2, 1837. 


OPIUM IN RHEUMATISM. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—Though it is now eight years since I have had anything to do 
with medicine as a profession, 1 still take an interest in the progress of 
your science, and would gladly contribute my mite to its improvement. 
An article in one of your numbers, headed “Opium in Rheumatism,” 
reminded me of a case which occurred twelve years since, under my 
own observation, and which, though it presents nothing new, is yet a fact, 
and may not be useless to your readers. woh 

It was a case of hereditary sciatica, excited by imprudent exertion at 
daily labor, and aggravated by much wrestling. The patient was about 
50 years of age, and corpulent. The pain was most severe on first 
getting warm in the bed; and was so intense that it was often impossi- 
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ble for him to remain in bed or shut his eyes in sleep for several hours. 
I proposed opium. To this he strongly objected ; said he could not. 
bear it; and that, taken in any quantity whatever, it always kept him 
awake, and otherwise distressed him. At length, however, I prevailed 
upon him to take, half an hour before going to bed, about six grains. 
He immediately fell asleep, and rested quietly till morning ; a circum- 
stance which had not before occurred for weeks together. There was 
some nausea on rising, the next morning, but it was not considerable. 

The pill was repeated—though in diminished quantity, say five grains 
—the next evening, and with the same success, but- with «more nausea 
the following morning. The third night I gave four grains. The results 
were the same, except that he vomited the next morning and refused to 
take any more medicine. The pain, however, was gone, and did not 
reappear for several weeks. 

It is, perhaps, worthy of remark, that, in the case of this person, and 
one or two other individuals 1 have met with, the effects of opium, on 
the bowels, in considerable quantities, are always laxative. I may also 
add, that I have found some obstinate cases of rheumatism in laborers 
who were intemperate, which would yield to nothing but opiates. In 
one, | recollect giving laudanum in doses of half an ounce or more. 


Boston, Oct. 5, 1837. Yours, &c. W. A.A 


A CASE OF CONGENITAL OSCILLATION OF THE EYE-BALLS. 


By EDWARD J. DAVENPORT, M.D., BOSTON. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Oscituation of the eye-ball, or a perpetual semi-rotatory motion round 
its antero-posterior axis, invariably attends congenital cataract, especially 
if of some years’ standing.* It likewise occurs in young children in 
other diseases of the eye, in which viszon is materially and permanently 
impaired. ‘It seems to be produced by the antagonizing action of the 
obliqui, the recti having lost, in a great measure, their control over 
the eye. The motion varies in extent, from a scarcely perceptible -de- 
gree, to as much as a fourth of the circumference of the eye-ball.” In 
the case detailed below (the only one of the kind that has come under 
my notice), the power of vision is good, and nothing presents itself to 
explain the occurrence of these diseased motions, except a slight degree 
of what has been termed morbid sensibility of the retina, or inability in 
the nervous apparatus of the organ to sustain long-continued application. 
The subject of this case is B. Smith, an intelligent lad of 13. years of 
age, of good general health and active habits. Complicated with the 
tremulous oscillating motion, there is a frequent convulsive motion of the 
eye-ball from side to side—nystagmus of some authors—and also a con- 
stant “ morbid nictitation,” or spasmodic action of the orbicularis palpe- * 


* Vi. Mackenzie on the Eye. 
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‘rarum. He is not conscious of either motion, nor can he restrain them . 
or fix his eyes steadily on any object. Yet such is the force of habit 
or education, that he possesses perfect command over the muscles of 
the body, as in walking, running, &c. The convulsive motions of the 
eye-ball are evidently aggravated by agitation of mind, when they suc- 
ceed one another with astonishing rapidity. The eye-balls are well 
formed, and perfectly free from inflammation. Cornez clear and trans- 
parent ; anterior chamber and deep-seated humors in a healthy state ; 
the irides are of a light blue color, with the smaller or internal rings, of 
an orange ; their motions lively, the pupils dilating and contracting, as 
the quantity of light is diminished or increased, with great quickness 
and to a remarkable extent.. At the same time, when exposed for a 
while to a moderate degree of light, the pupils seemed rather more 
dilated than usual in a sound eye. The power of vision is quite suffi- 
cient for a moderate application of the eyes, but any long-continued 
application upon small objects, as in reading, occasions a sensation, as 
expressed by the patient, “as if the objects were moved from the eyes . 
to a great distance ;” or, in other words, vision becomes indistinct. 

This patient is not affected with muscz volitantes, ocular spectra, or 
double vision, nor any of those states of defective vision usually pre- 
ceding amaurosis. Upon inquiry, says he thinks himself somewhat 
nearsighted. Has brothers and sisters, whose eyes are perfect in all 
respects. Says his parents believe that the convulsive motions are 
gradually diminishing, though very slowly. , 

No treatment was recommended, except rest for the eyes, the appli- 
cation of leeches, if pain should occur, and active exercise in the open 
air, with attention to the state of the general health. 

No. 4 Winter Street, Oct., 1837. 
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FESSENDEN’S STOVES. 


Tuis is not the first time we have urged upon our professional brethren 
the health and economy of this excellent contrivance, which is intended 
for warming apartments principally by hot water, and may by seen at the 
Agricultural Warehouse, North Market Street. Wards of hospitals 
might be made comfortable by these stoves, and we hope to see them 
introduced into such establishments. In libraries, also, those snug quar- 
ters where literary men pass so many hours of the twenty-four, the in- 
mates would have a better colored skin and a much freer pair of lungs, if 
"they would inhale an atmosphere delightfully moistened and tempered by 
the evaporations of one of these admirable inventions. The consump- 
tion of fuel is small—bearing no ordinary proportion to the dimensions 
of a room. Water—hot, boiling hot—is necessarily always at hand, 
which in a family or a public institution, cannot fail of being continually 
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wanted, and therefore, actually, of itself, gives a double value to the ap- 
paratus. Physicians must make themselves familiar with its construc- 
tion, and we are quite sure it will then be recommended, above all other 
schemes, for warming the sitting rooms, &c., of invalids. Consumptives, 
in many cases, might prolong their lives, and find the cough, which is 
the worst feature of their sufferings, essentially relieved by breathing 
the warm vapor. Mr. Fessenden is no adventurer—no quack in philoso- 
phy. His invention is the result of many long-tried experiments, and 
we trust will eventually become as popular on account of its intrinsic 
value, as “ Terrible Tractoration,” that offspring of his wit, was irresisti- 
ble in the age of Perkinism. 


Bowdoin College.—Joseph Roby, M.D., of Boston, has accepted the 
appointment of Lecturer on Anatomy and Surgery, the ensuing term, in 
the medical department of Bowdain College, at Brunswick, Me. This 
will probably terminate in a permanent connection with the school, At 
all events, if the trustees consult the true interests of the institution, 
they will never suffer this gentleman to leave them for want of suitable 
encouragement. Dr. Roby belongs to the class of workers, and is com- 
petent to any undertaking in the exact sciences. There are still several 
medical gentlemen in this city, who, were they transplanted three months 
in the year into the deserted lecture rooms of waning colleges, hither 
and thither, which might be named without slander, would rouse them 
from the Rip Van Winkle slumbers into which they have unhappily fallen, 
in consequence of trying to force professors upon the public in the char- 
acter of great men, when the fact is notorious that some of them would 
appear to better advantage in less elevated stations. 


Washington Medical College.—A pamphlet circular of this institution, 
located at Baltimore, accompanied by a very pretty lithographic view of 
the college edifice, is circulating about Boston. We do not precisely 


understand the medical arrangements of the monumental city. There. 


appears to be two medical schools, and two distinct faculties, both claim- 
ing, or their friends do for them, to be the true, legitimate Simon Pures. 
Notwithstanding this apparent uncertainty in relation to the validity of 
the course of instruction, on a careful examination of the act of incorpo- 
ration of the Washington Medical College, by the authority of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Maryland, we believe it is clothed with full and ample 
power—and if its internal administration corresponds with the building 
in which the lectures are to be given, good success will follow. 

The lectures commence on the last Monday of October and continue 
to March Ist. Each ticket, $15. Matriculation; $5. Dissecting (op- 
tional), $10. Diploma, $20. 

In the other school, the professors are men of profound acquirements, 
with whose professional character, the community, far and wide, have 
been long familiar. When they have filled the vacant chair of chemis- 
try by the appointment of Dr. Charles Page, of Salem, Mass., they may 
proudly defy any college in the Union to exhibit more originality, science 
and tact, in that laborious department. 


Western Academy of Natural Sciences, at St. Lowis.—A prospectus, 
the act of incorporation, together with the by-laws, of this highly praise- 
worthy effort of the learned men of the far west, to concentrate their 
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literary labors and discoveries, is before us, for which we tender our 
thanks to the gentleman who kindly forwarded it. St. Louis is destined 
to become a great city, a central point in the valley of the Mississippi, 
and therefore a happy selection for the museum which will hereafter 
show the extent, activity, and value of the academy. We like the subdi- 
visions of study into an orderly series. The plan, too, for observing and 
preserving, is admirable. The more corresponding members the acade- 
my constitutes among the industrious, indefatigable savans of New Eng- 
land, the better it will be for the health and vigor of their well-conceived 
institution. , 


Physiological Lectures.-—A Society has been formed in Boston, under 
the name of the American Physiological Society, whose course of lec- 
tures have already commenced. The introductory discourse, by Dr. B. 
Haskell, of South Boston, is spoken of as a thorough intellectual per- 
formance. He has no superior in deep physiological investigations. 


Universal Lyceum.—A repért of this noble scientific association, con- 
sisting of twenty-four closely printed pages, begins to attract attention. 
Lord Brougham is the President, and a large number of the Vice Presi- 
dents and Secretaries reside in this country. Next to a National Medi- 
cal Convention, which we have urged upon our professional brethren till 

uite discouraged, we should be glad to have the Universal Lyceum 
flourish in perpetual vigor. | 


Progress of Animal Magnetism.—A new work, on the utility of this 
science as a medical agent, by M. Poyen, will appear in the course of a 
few weeks. Being at Salem, the other evening, we had an opportunity 
of hearing a part of one of this gentleman’s lectures, at the Mansion 
House. Several of the physicians of the city were present, ready to 
believe all facts ; but owing to some unwillingness on the part of Miss 
Gleason, the ambulating magnetizee (whose reputation is likely to be inti- 
mately associated with the: history of the revivification of Mesmerism in 
America), who was oppressed by fatigue and headache, having but just 
arrived, no manipulations were exhibited upon her. One witch, only, 
has been found, in that ancient theatre of marvellousness, since the 
eventful days of Cotton Mather, and she was selected for that evening by 
our friend Poyen ; but we grieve to add, that Dr. Choate’s critical ana- 
lysis of the character of the experiments strangely operated against their 
‘ success. She did’nt sleep worth a fig in the presence of the Salem 

physicians. | 


Naval Surgical Appointments.—S. Wilson Kellogg, of New York ; 
Joseph Beale, of Pennsylvania ; William E. Coale, of Maryland ; Ed- 
ward J. Rutter, of Maryland ; Richard J. Harrison, of Virginia ; John © 
T. Mason, of Virginia ; James M. Smith, of Penn. ; Charles W. Tait, 
of Alabama ; and Charles D. Maxwell, of Penn., have all received 
commissions of Assistant Surgeons inthe U.S, Navy, which are dated 
September 6th. 


Scrotal Tumor.—One of the most formidable operations known to 
modern surgery, was successfully performed at Dr. McFarlane’s in- 
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firmary, New Orleans, a few weeks ago, by Dr. J. M. W. Picton, in 
the presence of Drs. McFarlane, Davidson, Labatut, Hunt, Muex, 
Thomas, Landreux, Stone, Kennedy, Thompson, and several other phy- 
sicians, and a number of respectable citizens, in the removal of a scrotal 
hypertrophy, weighing the enormous and almost incredible amount of 
fifty-three pounds. The patient is doing well. 

r. Picton was assisted in the operation by Drs. Stone, Landreux, 
Puisson, Hunt, and Labatut. : 
It is in the hands of such skilful and distinguished surgeons as Dr. 
Picton and his’ compeers, that the profession of surgery is destined to 
assume that lofty position to which it is entitled, and which is eventally to 
place the scientific professional character of New Orleans in the front 
rank among her sister cities of the Union. 


Aneurism Treated by Ligature—Mr. Liston, of Edinburgh, has lately 
been successful in removing a tumor of the size of the two fists from the 
hip of a man aged 64. It was considered a good specimen of “ aneu- 
rism by anastomosis.’? The tumor was operated upon by incision and 
ligature, in the mode in which Mr. L. practises in certain cases of nevi. 
This was done on the 26th of June. The heat of the tumor soon di- | 
minished, and it gradually became quite cold ; on the 28th it was entire- 
ly removed, and a yeast poultice applied to its base. The wound was 
cicatrizing on the 7th of August, and the patient’s health was good. 


Hysteria from excessive Depletion.—A patient suffering under hysteria 
was recently admitted to the Westminster Hospital. She had been bled 
some time previous, for an attack of pneumonia, to an enormous extent, 
together with the use of leeches and blisters. At one venesection 40 
ounces of blood were abstracted. The inflammation was subdued by 
these outrageously antiphlogistic measures, but the ensuing prostration 
confined her to her bed for the next two months. A severe pain along 
the whole spinal column ensued, which was relieved only by hot fomen- 
tations, and the relief by these was but temporary. Menstruation was 
imperfect and irregular. A scruple of scammony powder was ordered 
every other night, and a saline draught the next morning, with the moxa 
daily to the affected vertebrae. This was continued three months without 
the slightest benefit. She then went into the country, where regular 
exercise, good diet, and wholesome mental occupation, without any medi- 
cal treatment, soon restored her to health. 


 Brandreth’s Pills. —Our correspondent, A.”—whom, by the way. we 
should be glad to hear from often—sends us the following lo ab which, 
he says, was obtained from an individual in New York, who has the 
means of knowing that it is the prescription made use of in the manufac- 
ture of this celebrated nostrum.—R. colycinth Ziv. ; aloes Ibii. ; gam- 
boge Ibi. ; soap Ibss. ; ol. peppermint f3ii.; ol. cinnamon f3i. Puly. 
mix, and make into pills. 


Turkish Quarantine.—An account is given, ina recent publicati f 
the deliberations of the Divan at Ovablarhinigle, in relation td. the 
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ravages of the plague. The Sultan proposed the following question— 
why does the plague rage continually among Mussulmen, and not among 
-the Europeans ? The Council agreed that the reason was obvious ; viz. 

the latter observed a rigid quarantine. The result of the meeting was 
this, that precautionary measures were positively necessary. Some con- 
sidered the pestilence an evidence of the anger of God, as the people 
were very sinful, praying but little, and were too licentious, being given 
to the drinking of spirituous liquors. Although the surest method of 
arresting the awful calamity then threatening the subjects of the Sublime 
Porte, depended upon fervent prayer and repentance, a quarantine was | 
clearly necessary. Siace the decision of the .divan has been promul- 
gated, it is as common to be fumigated on entering the house of a Turk, 
as on entering one inhabited by a Frank. Some individuals among the 
common people are greatly opposed to this course, which has been 
thought an excellent measure, during the period of fasting ; because it 
is unlawful for smoke to enter the mouth during those solemn festivals, 
Plague hospitals, to which persons were immediately conveyed on mani- 
festing symptoms of the disease, are an extraordinary feature in the police 
regulations of Constantinople and Smyrna. To see vessels moored at a 
distance from the port, to be inspected, that no cases of sickness,.of a 
contagious, or infectious character, may be introduced into those cities, 
is a striking change in the administration of their municipal regulations, 
the good effects of which are readily perceived and candidly acknowl- 
edged by all intelligent Turks. 


Operation of Empyema.—M. Recamier considering hectic fever after 
empyema, as the result of alteration in the pus, by its mixture with ex- 
ternal air, advises, immediately after the evacuation of the liquid, to in- 
ject into the chest water (temperature 28 degrees, R.), sufficient to occupy 
the place that the external air would fill. . Recamier did not find this 
water in the pleura greatly affect a patient in whom he has employed it ; 


but the plan is based on an improved supposition, and is of doubtful pro- 
priety.— London Lancet. 


Diev,—In New Orleans, Dr. William H. Boyd, of New York. 


Whole number of deaths in Boston, for the week ending Oct. 14, 21. Males, 9—Females, 12. 
Consumption, 3—cholera morbus, 1—inflammation of the bowels, l1—lung fever, 2—dropsy on the 
brain, 1—enlargement of the heart, 1—disease of the spine, 1—scarlet fever, 1—typhus fever, 2— 
ysis, i—old age, 1—dysentery, 1—tbroat distemper, 1—inflammation of the brain, 
—stillborn, 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION, 
Tue subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical instruction, 
and will receive pupils on the following terms : 

The pupils will be admitted to the practice ofthe Massachusetts General Hospital, and will receive 
Clinical lectures on the cases they witness there. _Jns:ruction, by lectures or examinations, will be 
given in the intervals of the public lectures, every week day. 
On Midwifery, and the Diseases of Women and Children, and on Chemistry, by Dr. CHannine. 
On Physiology, Pazholugy, Therapeutics, and Materia Medica, - - * Dr. 


ARE. 
On the Principles and Practice of Surgery, - Da. Orts. 
On Anatomy, - - - - - - Lewis. 


The students are provided with a room in Dr. Lewis's house, where they bave access to a large 
library. Lights and fuel without any charge. The opportunities for acquiring a knowledge of Anato- 
my are not inferior to any in the country. 

he fees are $100—to be paid in advance. Nocredit given, except on sufficient security of some 
Tremont Street, opposite the Tremont House 
r 
Applications are to be made to Dr £; TER CHANRING. 


GEORGE W. OTIS 
. OTIS, JR. 
Cet. 18—tf | WINSLOW LEWIS, JR. 


months. 


Amartan BricuHam, 
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MEDICAL. SCHOOL OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY. alicia 
THE Medical Lectures in Harvard University will begin on the first_Wednesday in November, in 
Masun street, Boston, at 9 o’clock, A. M., and continue thirteen 8. For the following four 
weeks, the Hospital and Dissecting room will be kept open, and some Lectures wil) be given, with- 
out additional expense, to such students as may remain. 
The following Courses of Lectures will be delivered to the class of the ensuing season. Fees. 


Anatomy, by Epwarp Reyno.ps, M.D.* $15 
Chemistry, by Joun W. WeusTen, M.D. 15 
Midwitery and Medical Jurisprudence, by WaLtter CHanninea, M.D. 10 
Materia Medica and Clinical Medicine, by Jacosp BicgELow M.D. 


10 
- Principles and Operations of Surgery and Clinical Surgery, by Gro. Haywarp,M.D. 10 
Theory and Practice of Physic, by Jounn Ware, M.D. 5 

By an additional act of the Lezistature uf Massachusetts, the opportunities for the study of Prac- 
tical Anatoiny are now piaced upon the most liberal footing, and an ample supply of subjecta for the 
wants of science will be legally provided at a small expense. 

Tae Massachusetts General Hospital is open without to students attending the Lectures of the 
physicians and surgeons. Clinical Lectures are given several times in each week, and surgical opera- 
tions are frequent. 

To the Medical Collegeis attached a Medica! Library, a costly and extensive Chemical Apparatus, 
and Coilections illustrative of Midwifery, Materia Medica, an rrr | and Morbid Anatomy. 

WALTER CHANNING, 
Boston, July 5, 1837. tNow. 1. Dean of the Faculty of Medicine. 


“. * Professor John C. Warren being in Europe, and having announced his intention not to return | 


this winter, the Corporation of Harvard University have appointed Edward Reynolds, M.D., Lecturer 

on Anatomy the ensuing winter. Professor Hayward has also been appointed to deliver the Lectures 

on Operative Surgery. Sept. 27. W. CHANNING, Dean, — 

a ae papers contain the advertisenrent of the Lectures, are particularly desired to insert 
e above. 


UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 
COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS. 
THE Lectures commence on the first Monday of November of each year, and continue for 


J. Aucustine M.D., Professor of Physiology 
Avexanver H. Stevens, M.D., Professor of Clinical Surgery, (to lecture at the N. York Fos to 
Josern Mater Smitu, M.D., Professor of the Theory and Practice of Physic and Clinical M 
Eowarp DecarFieco, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and Chiidren. 
Joun B. Beck, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence. 

Joun ‘l'orrey, M D., Professor of Chemistry and Botany. 

-Joun R. Rutnecanver, M.V., Professor of Anatomy. (Lectures on General, Surgical and Patho- 

Avean G. Smita, M.D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

M.D. Lecturer on Special Anatomy. 
emonstrators.—James Quackensusn, M.D., J. B. Swett, M.D. 
The expense of attending a complete course of Lectures by all the Professors, is $108. The matricu- 
lation fee, whith is $5, entitles the student to the use of the Solem Library. Graduation fee, $25. — 
Oct. 4—4t. NICOLL H. 


MEDICAL INSTITUTION OF YALE COLLEGE. 

THE course of Medical Lustruction in Yale College begins on ‘thursday, Nov. 2d, 1837, and it con- 
tinues seventeen weeks. The several branches are taught as follows, viz : 

Principles and Practice of Surgery,by - - - TxHomas Hussarp, M.D. 

Theory and Practice of Medicine, by - - - Eu Ives, M.D. 

Chemistry and Pharmacy, by - Benszamin Situmman, M.D. and LL. D. 

Materia Medica and Therapeutics, by - - = M.D. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by - - - - JonatHan Kyiont, M.D. 

Obstetrics, by - - - - - Timorny P. Beers, M.D. 

The inatriculation fee and contingent bill are $7.50; the fees for Chemistry, Anatomy, ; 
Materia Medica, and Theory and Practice, are $12.50 each ; and for Obstetrics, $6—amounting 
$76—the whole to be paid in advance. The graduation fee is $15. 

YaleWollege, Sept. 1, 1837, Sept. 

TO MEDICAL STUDENTS. 
Tue undersigned are associated for the purpose of instructing in al) the branches of Medicine and 


Surgery. A suitable room will be provided, and pupils will have the use of an extensive medical 
library, opportunities for seeing the practice of one of the districts of the Dispensary and of the Eye 


-and Ear Infirmary, and of attending a course of lectures on the diseases of the eye. 


A regular course of recitations and examinations will include all the required professional works. . 


Anato nical instruction and private dissection will form a prominent part in the oat ofthe pupils. 


For further information, apply to either of the subscribers. JOHN JEFFRIES, M 
‘ R. W. HOOPER, M.D. . 

Fraaklin Street, Nov. 9, 1836. July 19—6m SOHN H. DIX, M.D. 
— 


TME BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 
1). CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom all communications 
must be ad tressed, post-paid. (tis also pwblished in Monthly Parts, each Part containing the weekly 
niunbers of the preceding month, stitchedin acover J. V.C. SMITH, M.D. Editor.—Price #3,00 a 
verrin advance, $3.50 afler three months, and $4,00 if not paid within the year.—Agents allowed 
every seventh copy gratis.—Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance, or 


satisfactory reference.—Postage the same as for a Newspaper. ee 


DERING, M.D., Registrar. 
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